Modern Chinese @Qunterfeits of United StatesCoins

A collectionof observationsandtips to help survive the modern counterfeiting epidemic.

By: Thomas Walker

IQe had several requests for me to do a writeup on detecting mo@drinesecounterfeits of Chinese
coins, so here we go.

In the past2 decades, we have sean influx of counterfeit US coins into the market to the scope of
which we had neer seen beforeThey are being maggoduced by Clrniese counterfeitersn workshops
dedicated to creating counterfeit coird all types.Then these counterfeits are sold on wholesale sites
(which I will not name soefariousfolks dor2go there) and can be bought f&1-2 (up to around $100
or more!)apiece from very reliable sellers. This is a low risk, high possible reward scenario for criminals
and scamrmers. The price idicates the level of quality of the counterfeits, rang from cappy obvious
fakes (which stikaew ignorant people out of hundreds of dollars) to higimality fakes that can fool
dealers and possibly even the thag third-party gradersThe Chinese counterfeiters are no longer
casting their counterfeits; the vast majoritye diestruck on heawduty coin presses. In addition, the
majority are not magnetic as they are being madenoh-ferrous materials, sutas brassOf paramount
importance to know is thathe Chinese have dermined that no US coiis too cheap or common to
fake, so the logichat ¢a coin has to be real since it is not wof#tkingge should be threvn out the

window. If you do®believe me, here is a fake 1958 wheantthat | bought directly from the
counterfeiters. Thénair details are very mushy and istlict, the lettershave a softness to them
inconsistent with genuine coins, and the eese has the diagnostic die chip on the left wheat ear
(directly NErom the U in UNITED) that is present on nearly all counterfeit whedtregerses.

So what all is counterfeited? &\, here is a list:

- Nealtly every date and mintmark of US coins



- Many different types of foreign coins

- PCGS/NGS6labbedcoins

- Ancient Coins

- Error coinsdommon coinstruck off-centerbeing by far the most prevalent)

- oHobc coins (coins strckto look likethey were emgraved with artistic designs)

- Fantsy coins (two headsyt tails, etc.)

- Basically anything that can be sold for more than a few cents it costs to produce.

Here are someecent pictures of a counterfeit& workshop, published by the counteitfers
themselves! First is a couple pictures of a rack of fakeafiesany different typesdates, and
denominations.




And here is a picture afne of thecoin presses theuse to strike their counterfeits



Here is a picture of a @&ingmachire used to put edge lettémng on the counterfeits



And there are showrooms full of bins of counterfeit coins so merchants can pic whatever
types/dates/mintmaks they need to fuill a custome® order.






Are you worrie@ | hope so. That meamh&awe hooked you and you will continue reading on!With
the scope of the problem properly defidewe candelve into thedtells€ | use to detect these fakes.

The very first thing | look at when authenticatiagoin is its style and fabri€he style refes to how the
devices are formedshaped, designed, etéstyled£ Thedfabrict of a coin igather difficult to desribe,

so | will use Fom Ancient Coir@efinition: éfabric refers to theflan characteristics:metal

composition, thickness, edges, cane or convex faces, efcThis can be done by carefully comparing a
suspect coin to a known genuine one (say on ®CainFacts) or by gettingfaelk for what a coin of a
particulartype is supposed to look like imandling hundreds oeventhousandsof genuine coins. This
will makeany fakes you come across really jump out. Here is a list aféeisymassproduced Chinese
fake | have seen has k#ast one of these tells (and eft several or@metimes all) Dor@worry, | will go
into each and evergnein great detail.

- Errors in the design elements

- Incorrect Style

- Poorlyformed leters and numbers

- Errors in how the coin was mafagtured
- Wrong metal alloy

- Outof-tolerance weight

- Fale applied toning

- Random bumpsdblems)



- OLake effect
- OFuzzy designelemerts
- Abrasivecleaning

An important aspect to discuss is how ttieeaper counterfeits are made. The main counterfeit dies are
often createdusing déther a genuine coin or a higuality replica (like a Gallery Mint piece). This
transfer is the used b create a hulwhere the date is erasesb that new dies can be created andw
dates stanped into them. However, the origal transfer dies are still used and can create somewhat
deceptive counterfeitshat will match most (or all) of the diagnostics @ngiine coinsHoweverthe
unaltered die transfersvill likely bedextrag or missing siff (die chps, die cracksdetails)inconsistent

with genuine coingr will havesome of the diagnostics lisieabove(anddescribed below)and these
should raise gspicions Often, thedspin-offé dies have a date that is of an obviousigorrect style

which aids in detecting these counterfeits.

One of the more welknown examples of this is the 18046®alf cent. It features a strong spiked chin
and has much of the die deterioration that is present on genuine cbartudly bought one of these
from lessthan-optimal picturesand it was a hassle to return because the s@ldealer called it
genuine. The obverse Hdhe fuzzy lookof Chinese counterfeits, thedge showed it was struck in a
cadlar henit should not have beenand the coin was undeeight by over a gram.

TheG6 dies were themsed to create dies spanning the whole 18(8D8 date range. This produced
some comical examplex non-1804 half centsvith spiked chins. The spiked chins were eventually
removed, even on the 1804, but there ardlgfiagnosticof the 1804 & that are transferred to the
other dates. Knowing these diagnostics helps spot some of the die traiadfes. Two examplesand
1803 and 1802, are showelow. look at the last digits of the dates. It is obvious ttiay werestruck
from dies altered from an 1804, and they do not have the corf@ut style.
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Another example ithe 1818 BlO quarter. In the pictures below, théft coin isa genuine 1818 &0,
while the right me isthe counterfeit. Once again, tid81& dies were used tareate dies foall of the
18151828 issues wvtout correcting the diagnostics. In this case, the raalstious diagnostics are the
spine out of the right point of the second star and tttemp of tiree dentils below thdirst 1.Lage-
diameter capped bustuprters of any other date which have theslearacteristiccan automatically be
assumed to be fake.



